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President’s message.
Dear Members,
As predicted by the PCPS
management committee, the
extension of the COVID-related
lock down in “local government
areas of concern” is expected
(until at least October 25th),
meaning that the remainder of
Term 3 and the bulk of Term 4 will
be affected by restrictions.
This means that there will be NO
formal classes timetabled for the
rest of 2021, although Special
Interest and User groups will
continue where they can via
Zoom. A mailchimp with these
dates and times for September
has been circulated.
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Please see more information in
the Training Coordinator’s report.
On August 31, four members of
the Management Committee
(Colleen Burns, Hazel Labka,
Deborah Martin, and Deb Neyle)
met via Zoom with David Moutou
(Group Manager, Community and
Social) as well as a number of
Parramatta City Council staff. The
position regarding dedicated
spaces remains the same - there
will be no dedicated spaces for
any community group in any of
the new buildings in Parramatta.
The Council envisages that the
lease on the Fitzwilliam Street
area we currently use will not be
extended when it expires on July
31, 2022.
However, we were introduced to
M’Leigh Brunetta (Stream lead
5PS programming) and Megan
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Whittaker (Stream lead 5PS
customer experience) amongst
others. M’Leigh stated that there
were 44 meeting spaces in the 5
Parramatta Square (5PS)
building where community groups
can book rooms. In addition, there
will be many tea/coffee nooks on
various levels and a cafe on the
ground floor.
To help groups that are using the
facilities, there will be
photocopying and other admin
facilities on each floor. M’Leigh
particularly felt that Parrapals may
not benefit from using the tech
rooms as much as other spaces
that are available. This is because
the tech rooms are long and
narrow with computers facing the
walls - they are not teaching
spaces as such.
Also while David Moutou was
keen to direct us towards the
Wentworth Point Tech hub,
(currently available at the reduced
price of $15/hr), he said that the
pricing of the tech rooms in
Parramatta would have to be more
than $15/hr reflecting the greater
property values in Parramatta.
Room prices have not yet been
confirmed and the length of
booking that can be made (for
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example, all of 2022) has not been
decided.
This is an important issue as the
Over-55s have been told that their
room use “will be dependent on
commercial usage” i.e. even if the
Over-55s have a room booking,
they can be forced to move if a
commercial booking comes in for
that room. This is the situation
even though the Over-55s is a
Council initiative.
Still, they were in a slightly better
position than the University of the
Third Age, Parramatta
Toastmasters and other users of
the Fitzwilliam Street property,
who (as of August 31) had not
been informed that “their” rooms
and storage spaces will no longer
exist after July next year.
Parrapals will need to be flexible,
and adapt training/meeting styles
to fit this new commercial reality.
We have learned during COVID,
that The Management Committee
can work the admin section of the
club reasonably well from peoples’
homes. We will still need some
storage space as do most
community groups.
The Parrapals Management
Committee continues to work on
these issues, but flexibility working
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across a number of settings
seems to be the way forward.
On a happier note, Parrapals did
apply for a grant to hold a slap-up
morning tea during Seniors week
2022, (actually booked for Friday
April 1st which seems appropriate)
so keep your fingers crossed. Also
the 11am “Gladys and Friends”
show this week, implied that we
may be able to get together for a
Christmas/End of year event. That
would be great, so fingers crossed
for that as well.
Stay safe at home until we are
able to meet in person again.
You can email us at
parramattacps@gmail.com, or use
the Suggestion Box link in the
Parrapals Update.
Deb N.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Members’ Meeting.
Friday 17 September 2021
Commencing 2.00pm via ZOOM
Following meeting date is;
Friday 15 October, 2021
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Please put these dates into your diary
and keep an eye out for further
information.

Committee Meetings.
Friday 10 September
commencing 2.00p.m via zoom
Further date Friday 8 October

TRAINING AND SUPPORT
Training Coordinator, Hazel Labka
Parrapals is pivoting to

“Specific
training”.

Member-focused

For the remainder of 2022, Parrapals
will not be timetabling courses but
any member can
1. Contact
the
training
co-ordinator to request a
one-to-one session (via email
or Zoom) with a Parrapals
trainer.
2. Find
an
online
computer-related course they
would like to do, and then
email the training coordinator
to be linked with a trainer who
can support them during this
course.
Possible course options could
be on a company website e.g.
Apple, a government website
e.g Beconnected OR a third
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party website such as GCF
freelearn.
(https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/c
omputerbasics/)
It is important to keep your brain
ticking during the great isolation so
please use these options.

AND
Sept 27 Microsoft 365
12.30-3.30pm ($10)

ReviewGeek
www.reviewgeek.com

The training coordinators email is
parrapalstraining@gmail.com.

ASCCA News
ascca.org.au
ASCCA reminds us that Get
Online Week is 18-24 October.I
sincerely hope that we can get
offline by then, but there will still
be many interesting online
activities from many sources
during that time. Keep an eye out
for advertisements soon.
ASCCA Courses for September
include

This image of the Lego version of
the Dark Night tumbler is included
in the latest Review Geek News.
Batman fans may crave one. It
could be a Christmas present for
someone.
There is also lots of information in
Review Geek about Windows 11
which will be freely available in
October.

Sept 6 Files and Folders
12.30-3.30pm (free)

Scamwatch

Sept 13 Android basics
12.30-3.30pm (free)

This federal government site is
trying to educate everyone about
scams but on August 23 put out a
special call about the “Flu bot”
scam. This involves a phone call
about a phone message that has
been left with a telephone

Sept 20 Understanding and
organising photos
12.30-3.30pm ($10)
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Scamwatch.gov.au
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provider. Unfortunately, to get
more information about this
message, you will need to
download a small program/app to
your phone. This app is, of course,
malware.
More recently, this approach has
been changed to information
about a parcel you are expecting.
This information is also only
available if you download the app.
(See above).
Scamwatch also reported (Aug 24)
that Australians have lost $70
million to scams in the first half
of 2021. Amazing and awful.

Australian
CyberSecurity Centre
(cyber.gov.au) … are reporting
that scammers are now pretending
to be from the Cybersecurity
centre itself, and are offering to
help fix your devices
“vulnerabilities” if you would just
let them access your device with a
remote viewing program such as
Teamview. Do not do this.

online offerings. They are always
worth looking through.
Trove has also digitised the
Commonwealth government
Gazettes from 1901-1957. These
contain lots of information about
immigration records that may be of
interest to family historians.

Beconnected…
https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au
/topic-library/new has added
● Introduction to Mobile
Banking
● Introduction to Buying and
Selling Online
● Social Media Apps AND
● Introduction to Smart Homes
To their list of short course
offerings. They are worth
exploring if you are
interested in these topics.

Trove https://trove.nla.gov.au/
In August, Trove added 14 new
newspapers/magazines to their
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Cartoon of the
Month (from the New
Yorker.)

Brain teaser(s) of the
month
For August, there will be Not One
but Three brain teasers, all
mathematical. In order of difficulty
as I see it these are;
1. If a clock were turned so that
it was a 24hour clock and
struck 24 times at midnight,
(i.e. struck for the same
number of times as the hour
suggested) how many times
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would it chime in the course
of a day?
Answer 300
(24+23+22+21…+1)
2. If a man and a half can
tarmac a road and a half in a
day and a half, how many
roads can six men tarmac in
seven days?
Answer 28 (six men is 4 x a
man and a half, over seven
days. A road and a half in a
day and half = one road per
day)
3. Silvester left $650 to be
divided amongst his five
grandchildren. The money
was to be divided in order of
age with each child receiving
$25 more than the next child
younger to them. How much
did the youngest child
receive?
Answer $80
Youngest child no extra
Child 2 25
Child 3 50
Child 4 75
Child 5 100 = $250 for
extra payments.
Leaving $400 between 5
children = $80
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Brain Teasers for
September.

Inclusive Art - Video by
Bus Stop Films

For the verbally literate
amongst us

This is a YouTube clip
made by Bus Stop Films, all
about how a son helps his
blind mum experience an
art gallery. The title is very
apt - Inclusion Makes the
World More Vibrant.

1. Which is the only group of
five letters below that can be
rearranged to spell out a
five-letter word in the English
language?
a) APERM
b) OUBRL
c) EMNAP
d) ATEIL
2. What word comes next?
TUNEFUL
FEDERAL
REFUSAL
a) Astound
b) Fuschia
c) Success
d) Lantern

This is such a lovely little
film. Julie and I thought you
would enjoy it too.
3. Noela Vranich has

been doing brain training
with KaRa - a subsidiary of
Anglicare. She strongly
recommends it.

Community Corner.
1. Julie Nixon adds this site
that sells accessibility items
online. You may be
interested.
https://www.averee.com.au/?gclid
=EAIaIQobChMI0fOt5rGl8gIVlw4rC
h12NwAjEAAYASAAEgLoKPD_Bw
E

2. Also from Julie Nixon.
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4. Following on from our
introduction to podcasts
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●
●
●
●
●

at the last members
meeting , The Auburn
Review (Aug 31, 2021)
has announced a
series of podcasts on
topics covering;
Protecting yourself from
scams
Securing your home
Securing your vehicle
Safety out and about
Reporting crime.

These podcasts are available
in English, Farsi, Arabic,
Tamil, Cantonese and
Simplified Chinese.

ParraPals Committee
President: Deb Neyle
pcpstrainerdebn@gmail.com
Vice president: Bob Donnelly.
Secretary: Silvia Vega
parramattacps@gmail.com
Treasurer: Colleen Burns
treasurercps@gmail.com
Training
Co-ordinator:
Hazel
Labka
parrapals.training@gmail.com
Others: John Hain, Deborah
Martin,
Richard
McQueeny,
Dawne Zotz.

The podcasts are available at
https://www.cumberland.nsw.
gov.au/news/new-crime-preve
ntion-podcast-builds-confiden
ce-and-safety
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