Official Newsletter of Parramatta Computer
Pals for Seniors Inc. ABN 88 730 177 997
PO Box 3102, Parramatta NSW 2124
(02) 8628 0947 Mobile: 0417 817 587
Website: www.parramattacps.org.au

Vol 16 No: 2 February, 2022

President’s Report.
Dear Members,
February rushes onwards with mixed messages for PCPS. The Open
Day at The Granville Centre (1 Memorial Drive, Granville) was quite
successful with three new members joining immediately and another two
possible members on the attendance list. We will follow up these possible
members. We have also distributed Term One timetables to the libraries in
Granville, Merrylands (Thanks, Julie Nixon) and Auburn hoping to attract
new members from this region. The Probus course is also well supported
with 33 participants - more information in the Training Coordinator’s report.
However, enrolments for courses at both Parramatta and Granville are
LOW, even non-existent. Also the U3A course has fallen over due to lack of
numbers. This does not augur well for the club. At a time when our room
costs are increasing, the low numbers make training sessions
unsupportable. But, every session we cancel makes us an unreliable user
of the booked rooms. Please look at the Mailchimp Update and see if there
is anything you want to do. Also as a new years resolution, could every
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member please try to recruit one extra member during 2022. That
would really help the club.
Our January monthly meeting was followed by a cake (Thanks, Colleen)
and morning tea with lots of calories to celebrate Parrapals birthday. The
Combined work rooms are not as comfortable as the Meeting Place on the
ground level of the Granville Centre but NSW Dept. of Health has currently
taken that space.
The other major event in January was the “Open Day” at The Granville
Centre. OK, it became an open 2 hours but that was enough time for the
first Parrapals event in the Training Room, Level One, The Granville
Centre. The training room itself is well set up as you can see in the photos
below. I would like to thank all the committee members and trainers
who came to see the room, greet the potential new members, and learn
how to attach our laptop and HDMI cable to the display setup in the room.

Thanks to Wal Hunter, we have identified a venue for after meeting coffee
or lunch at Granville (See Photos in Community Corner). All the information
is in the Update for March. If you haven't received an Update, please email
me on pcpstrainerdebn@gmail.com and I will add you to our “irregular” list.
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This mostly covers people with email accounts from small providers Google
doesn’t recognise.
New Policy on Social Media Use by Parrapals and members.
New laws that were enacted to catch trolls on large media sites e.g.
Facebook, will also have an effect on small incorporated groups such as
Parrapals. In short, the new rules make any organisation legally
responsible for any posts on our social media pages. Therefore, it is
important that no posts are created that may be offensive to other
individuals or groups. Also any information that is copyright of another
person or group needs to be re-posted with the permission of the copyright
owner and/or fully acknowledged. The full policy will be emailed to all
members for you to read.
Apologies to the people awaiting an answer on the “Boxes” brain teaser there were 40 squares in the display. Brain teasers are taking a short break
(unless there is a loud clamour for them to be retained).
Please remember you can email us at parramattacps@gmail.com, or use
the Suggestion Box link in the Parrapals Update.
Deb N.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Members’ Meeting.
● Friday 18 March 2022
● Commencing 10.00am
● at the Combined Work Rooms, Level 1, The Granville Centre, I
Memorial Drive, Granville.
All participants will need to be double vaxxed (hopefully, even triple
vaxxed).
The following meeting is Friday 22 April, 2022. Please note this is a change
of date so that we don't meet on Good Friday.

Parrachatta Vol 16, No. 2.

Page 3

Committee Meetings.
The Management Committee will meet again on
Friday 11 March 2022, commencing 1.15pm, hopefully in person at our
Parramatta rooms.
The following meeting is April 8, also hopefully in person as above.

TRAINING AND SUPPORT
Training Coordinator, Hazel Labka
The Term One timetable has been circulated to members and uploaded to
the Parrapals website. There is a wide range of options available in the
program. Also some spaces for extra help desks or scanning sessions if
members need this assistance. Please email me at
parrapals.training@gmail.com with the details of your question(s), the
device you are using and your best contact details. Help desks are not a
substitute for courses, so please look at the timetable first to see if there is
an appropriate course you could undertake.
The new members from the Granville Centre Open Day, have also enrolled
for the Introduction to Parrapals course (3 participants) and the Introduction
to Zoom course (6 participants). The Granville Training Room has 18
computers set up, but we are restricting the current numbers to 8 to ensure
social distancing is maintained.
Also the Parramatta Probus group has 33 people ready to undertake the
special course designed for Probus members. In six 2-hour sessions
commencing from February 16, these people will be undertaking a
separate course based on their own requests. We hope that some of these
Probus members will see the value of becoming Parrapals members. The
Probus sessions will contribute nearly $4,000 to Parrapals for these
sessions.
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A Completion Morning Tea for the Probus members will be held on
Wednesday March 30 commencing 10.00am-ish at the Third Settlement
Reserve, Old Toongabbie. All Parrapals members are invited to attend and
join with the Probus members in a display of friendship that will help to
increase our membership.
Parrapals is still planning for a great year of face-to-face teaching in 2022.
Please use the suggestion box (in the club rooms, at the bottom of the
Update OR email parramattacps@gmail.com using the title “suggestion
box”) to let us know what courses you would like in the remaining spaces
for Term 1 or for Term 2.
Many Thanks.
Hazel Labka
CARTOON OF THE MONTH.

AROUND OTHER TECH SITES.
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ASCCA (ascca.org.au) has the following online courses this month Monday 28 Feb 12.30pm-3.00pm Audiobooks and Podcasts (on any
devices) $10.
Scott’s accessibility section in the ASCCA February Newsletter introduces
his favourite items from the Consumer Electronics Show, including adaptive
glasses that can change from reading to distance prescriptions. No more
having to change between sets of glasses. The direct link is
https://www.ascca.org.au/index.php/news-events/our-latest-newsletter

Beconnected (https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au) has new packages covering
● Fun things to do with your photos - using Squirrel Editor (a Beconnected
app)
● Advanced Online Security
● Using the Cloud
● Jewel Match, and
● Smart Homes.
Just scroll down to the bottom of the Beconnected Home page and click on the
“start learning” Button.

Feedspot (https://blog.feedspot.com/geek_blogs) has come up with a
list of the Top 90 Geek Blogs and Websites that you must
follow in 2022. Obviously, because you have nothing better to do! Worth a
Look for the slightly more Geeky among us.

HowtoGeek (howtogeek.com) is reporting that The New York Times had
acquired the computer game WORDLE for an undisclosed amount in the low seven
figures. Josh Wardle, who created the game by himself, is probably not
complaining.
If you have managed to miss Wordle, there is a daily game where you have to
discover a five letter word in only six tries. Each try must be a legitimate 5 letter
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word. Letters in the correct place are identified by the green colour and letters that
are in the word but not in the correct place are identified by the yellow.

Out of that information you have to come up with the correct word. A quick
search suggests there are

158,390 five letter words in the English

language. The answer depends on the dictionary. This answer is according
to the Free Dictionary (www.freedictionary.com) There are probably more
five letter words in the Macquarie dictionary because this includes
Australianism such as Bonza.

National Library of Australia (nla.gov.au)
is in a classically designed building on the shores of Lake Burley Griffin. It is one of
the few reference libraries in Australia - meaning that no books or papers can
leave the library. State Libraries are also reference libraries. You can book in
advance, and have items available for when you visit, then you can either read and
take notes OR photocopy and take the copies away. Unfortunately after the lovely
exterior some of the interiors are very ordinary.

Parrachatta Vol 16, No. 2.

Page 7

Items are stored in industrial storage that is heat and humidity controlled.
Any Australian Adult can join the library and there are many e-resources available.
Safer Internet Day Tuesday February 8th, 2022
Although this day has passed the resources are still available on this link. The
Theme for this year was “Play it fair online”
(https://www.esafety.gov.au/newsroom/whats-on/safer-internet-day-2022?fbclid
=IwAR30oz7nKO0aTvcvQ5lTiQXz9sVI_96Qy04mOf)

Follow the link above to lots of interesting resources

Scamwatch (scamwatch.gov.au) has been named “International Scam
Fighter of the Year” by @ScamAdviser. SO naturally I had to check out
@ScamAdviser, which is a US based company. They had a link to a guide
to scam prevention involving 25 steps. If this is a few more steps than you
usually use, the direct link is
https://www.scamadviser.com/scam-reports/scam-trends/4436/the-ultimatescam-checklist
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Community Corner
A research opportunity
My name is Daria Gutteridge and I am a PhD Candidate at the University of
South Australia (UniSA). I am currently working on a study at the Cognitive
Ageing and Impairment Neuroscience (CAIN) Laboratory, at the UniSA
Magill Campus (SA). The research study is investigating the relationship
between blood pressure fluctuations and memory function in 60 to 80
year-olds in South Australia.
Please find the recruitment flyer here, it contains further information about
the study and study participation.
If you have any further questions in regards to this project, I can be
contacted through email: daria.gutteridge@mymail.unisa.edu.au or via
phone: (08) 8302 1959.
Thank you for your time.
Kind regards,
Daria Gutteridge

Local Activities
If you are double/triple vaxxed and looking for something to do in the
Parramatta area, there are MANY options - have a look.
https://atparramatta.com/whats-on
https://www.sydney.com/destinations/sydney/sydney-west/parramatta/event
s
https://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/living/events-calendar
https://www.parrapark.com.au/things-to-do/whats-on/
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https://www.eventfinda.com.au/whatson/events/parramatta
https://www.weekendnotes.com/sydney/parramatta/
https://concreteplayground.com/sydney/events/parramatta
Parramatta should soon be rocking again. If you haven’t had a walk
through Parramatta Square, it is well worth the effort.

If Parrapals uses space in 5PS, the rooms will be in the Civic Hub which is
the building with the reddish ski slope roof in the picture above. It runs
behind the refurbished Town Hall.
Julie Owens MP Valedictory Speech.
If you are interested, Julie Owens, the Parramatta MP for 18 years, retired
this week. She gave a great valedictory about the strengths and promises
of Western Sydney.
You can watch it on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/JulieOwensMP/videos/681824169559670
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The Kismet Grounds cafe After the February
Members Meeting
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The outdoor verandah is
very pleasant with fresh air
and greenery AND the
service robot will obviously
be essential in all cafes
soon. A good time and
good food was had by all.

Management
Committee
President: Deb Neyle
pcpstrainerdebn@gmail.co
m
Vice president: Brian
Deacon.
Secretary: Deborah Martin
parramattacps@gmail.com
Treasurer: Colleen Burns
treasurercps@gmail.com
Training Co-ordinator:
Hazel Labka
parrapals.training@gmail.c
om
Others: Lana Crotty, John
Hain, Nikki Miani, and
Richard McQueeny.
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