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Please note; Parrapals has a new phone
number. It is 0466 205 319. Please alter your
records.
President’s Report.
Dear Members,
There is currently no internet available in the Parramatta training room
due to a decision by Optus to no longer support the system we were using.
This is reasonably acceptable as we don’t want to lock ourselves into a
long contract at the moment. For the remaining classes and meetings in
Fitzwilliam Street, we will be using a dongle or “piggybacking” off the library
wifi.
Deborah Martin has agreed to attend the office every Tuesday afternoon in
May for members who wish to pay for courses, make suggestions or ask
questions. The office may be attended at other times but this cannot be
guaranteed. Please ring on the new phone number above before coming to
Parramatta.
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The PCPS secretary, Deborah Martin has successfully moved the
membership information into Infoodle. This software package will
eventually enable PCPS to have all the information about membership,
courses and events, as well as finances on the same database. This will
streamline that administration and save lots of time for our volunteers.
Parrapals is preparing itself for being “homeless” fairly soon. One of
these actions is to seriously look at the stock of items in the current rooms
and make decisions about how to “download” a lot of stuff.
The management committee is trying to ensure that there is minimal
wastage so miscellaneous goods will be delivered to St.Vincents de Paul or
the Salvos. Computer and office equipment will be offered to members as a
first option, and then to recycling groups such as WorkVentures. We have
grant money to buy extra tablets and dongles so we can continue training
in a variety of settings. It is excellent to have these financial reserves.
The Management Committee is also approaching Cumberland Council
about the possibility of creating a “Community Groups Hub” in The
Granville Centre (or one of the nearby available buildings - the Granville
Town Hall OR the Old Granville Library). This meeting is on April 8th at
10.00am.
In return for a permanent office, PCPS would contribute equipment such as
our training screen and computer as well as access to our photocopier and
scanner for community groups that are based in the Granville Centre. We
hope this arrangement will be acceptable as we need an administration
space as well as a training space.
The Management Committee are continuing to work on the best options
available for our club and hope that a majority of members are able to
change with us.
Please remember you can email us at parramattacps@gmail.com, or use
the Suggestion Box link in the Parrapals Update.
Deb N.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Members’ Meeting.
● Friday 22 April 2022 - a week later due to the Easter Break
● Commencing 10.00am
● at the Combined Work Rooms, Level 1, The Granville Centre, I
Memorial Drive, Granville.
The following members meeting is 20 May 2022.
Committee Meetings.
The Management Committee will meet again on
Friday 8 April 2022 commencing 1.15pm, in person at our Parramatta
rooms.
The following meeting is 13 May 2022, also hopefully in person as above.

TRAINING AND SUPPORT
Training Coordinator, Hazel Labka
Planning for Term 2 proceeds in earnest. The Trainers planning meeting
for this term is on Friday March 25 at the Parramatta Rooms. Please
use the suggestion box (in the club rooms, at the bottom of the Update OR
email parramattacps@gmail.com using the title “suggestion box”) to let us
know what courses you would like in the remaining space for Term 2.
The Management Committee has decided to run a five-week only term at
Parramatta in order to be able to remove equipment from those rooms to
whatever next location we are using. We are hoping to make a very
dignified exit from Fitzwilliam Street so that PCC understands they are
losing a valuable “tenant”
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Parrapals could use some new assistant trainers so that we can offer more
courses to new and old members. If you are considering becoming an
assistant trainer, remember that Parrapals has some funds to allow new or
existing trainers/assistant trainers to undertake a one-day course
(Designing and Delivering Training to Adults) at the Centre for Continuing
Education at the University of Sydney OR if prepared for a bigger
commitment, a Certificate Four in Training and Assessment through TAFE
online.
Hazel Labka
CARTOON OF THE MONTH.

BRAIN TEASERS FOR THE MONTH.
Two for the wordsmiths, not the maths buffs.
What word looks the same upside down and backward?
What five letter word becomes shorter when you add two letters to
it?
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AROUND OTHER TECH SITES.
ASCCA (ascca.org.au) has the following offering this month There will be three competitions this year:- Multimedia Journal,
Creative Writing and the old favourite - Photography. The
Multimedia Journal is new, it’s a way of suggesting to clubs that
they can extend their members’ confidence and ability using their
club’s training.
There needs to be a beginning and an end to the Journal story that
is depicted using words, captions, photos and short videos.
Anything one uses in the journal can also be entered in either of the
other competitions. Content has to have been created in the 12
months prior to the Conference.
On the last Fridays of each month ASCCA will present an
assortment of training for club leaders and trainers. The first one
will cover how to use free blogging platforms such as Weebly to
encourage our participants to share their stories using a variety of
mediums. This would be a perfect way to share holiday stories using
short video clips, words and pictures.

Club Leaders/Trainers are

encouraged to join us for these new training sessions to enable them
to expand their own knowledge and pass that on to their members.
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The Australian CyberSecurity Centre has issued a number of
Warning notices for vulnerabilities in the last month or two. These have
been passed on to members as they arrive. However, it is noticeable that
the action suggested to defend your devices and information from these
vulnerabilities is to keep the software that runs your device or apps that you
have downloaded

HowtoGeek (howtogeek.com) has a new page on “How to free up disc space in
Windows” and a related page on “How to free up disc space on an iMac” . Freeing
up disc space will generally help your device to run faster. The direct links are
below.
https://www.howtogeek.com/125923/7-ways-to-free-up-hard-disk-space-on-wind
ows/
https://www.howtogeek.com/184091/5-ways-to-free-up-disk-space-on-a-mac/

Scamwatch has decided to take legal actions in the Federal Court
against Facebook through the owner Meta “alleging that they engaged in
false, misleading or deceptive conduct by publishing scam advertisements
featuring prominent Australian public figures”.
The ACCC alleges that the ads, which promoted investment in cryptocurrency
or money-making schemes, were likely to mislead Facebook users into
believing the advertised schemes were associated with well-known people
featured in the ads, such as businessman Dick Smith, TV presenter David
Koch and former NSW Premier Mike Baird. The schemes were in fact scams,
and the people featured in the ads had never approved or endorsed them.
This is an interesting use of the powers of the Australian Consumer and
Competition Commission and may extend the responsibility of Meta as a
“publisher” of items on its sites.
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Trove https://trove.nla.gov.au/
has opened two new online exhibitions.
The first celebrates the digitisation of a magazine called “The Dawn” which
was published on 15 May 1888, The journal opens with a quote from
Tennyson who said "women is not uncompleted man, but diverse". The
lead article then goes on to say:'being diverse why should she not have her
journal in which her divergent hopes, aims, and opinions may have
representation'. Interesting comments made a long time ago.
The second is an exhibition on “Celebrating the Platinum Jubilee - a look
back at all of Queen Elizabeth II’s visits to Australia”
The Cairns Post comments that during the first visit as Queen in 1954
“No detail went unnoticed: cars for the Royal party were required to be a
specified height from the ground, troops were given special diets, the
official plane was rebuilt and allocated specially trained crew, and even
special air space was reserved and monitored by radar for its flights.
Planning the Queen’s tour was also no simple matter. Organisers needed
to decide on the itinerary, with numerous institutions, organisations and
civic bodies vying for inclusion, while being wary of interstate and inter-town
rivalries.
The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh attended hundreds of functions:
Parliament ceremonies, banquets, garden parties and balls, race meetings,
hospital visits, and public appearances.
The visit cost Australian taxpayers, £200,000 in old money that year. The
British Inflation Calculator suggest that this cost would have to be multiplied
29.2 times to change to the modern British pound. Then converted to the
Australian dollar suggests that the current cost of a similar trip would be
$A 17,754,718.45. Probably explains why we haven’t seen a repeat visit on
a similar scale recently.
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Community Corner.
Did you Know?
That the City of Parramatta Council is advertising 48 separate events in the
Parramatta Area during April. These include walks, talks and activities for
all ages. The full listing is at
https://atparramatta.com/whats-on?gclid=Cj0KCQjw29CRBhCUARIsAObo
ZbI3y0wJvdR1edwmp0hHsvoVPc3EQmF8fB9qrqQ3RDbMM6C85xMift0aA
qbVEALw_wcB&page=6

Did you Know (2)?
A new high-rise viewing platform has opened on Level 83 of the Crown
Building at 1 Barangaroo St, Barangaroo. The blurb reads
“Experience the magnificent city skyline and take in Sydney's iconic
landmarks from 83 levels above. Sky Deck tours are free to the general public
and online reservations are essential. This bespoke experience includes a
30-minute guided tour and access to Sky Deck’s expansive open air balcony
and inside viewing area where you can take in panoramic views of Sydney’s
incredible skyline. Our online bookings showcase full tours availability for the
month”.

Bookings for April open on the 30th March online. The relevant website is
https://www.crownsydney.com.au/indulge/attractions/sky-deck#:~:text=Sky
%20Deck%20is%20located%20on,will%20be%20greeted%20by%20Conci
erge.
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ParraPals Committee
President: Deb Neyle
pcpstrainerdebn@gmail.com
Vice president: Brian
Deacon.
Secretary: Deborah Martin
parramattacps@gmail.com
Treasurer: Colleen Burns
treasurercps@gmail.com
Training Co-ordinator: Hazel
Labka
parrapals.training@gmail.com
Others: Lana Crotty, John
Hain, Nikki Miani, and Richard
McQueeny.
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