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President’s Report
Time rolls on, and the deadline for the Parramatta rooms comes closer. The
Management Committee has decided on a “Blind” auction for the items that
we will not be taking with us. This will be in two parts - firstly, items to be
offloaded even if there is a space for us and secondly,items to be offloaded
if there is not a space for us. This collection will actually include quite a lot
of useful objects, so we are offering these to our members as they should
be the people to most benefit from the items we are off-loading. We are
trying hard to ensure that items will be used or recycled.
While considering the closure of the Parramatta rooms, could anyone who
has a personal possession in the rooms, please come and collect it before
the middle of May. Also, can anyone with a PCPS object in their home
please return it to the rooms as soon as possible. The last date for
finding the rooms open for the return of goods will be the 30th of May.
Some items that are included in the blind auction will not be available for
collection until after Week 5 of Term 2 as we are running courses at
Parramatta until then.
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Procedure for Blind auction
1. Management committee will publish to all members a list of available
objects with a suggested price.
2. Members can email a bid for the items that they want. You could do
some internet searches for comparative prices before you make an
offer.
3. The Management Committee will collate all offers and then allocate
items to the highest bidders.
4. Successful members will receive an email informing them of the items
they have purchased
5. Members will need to arrange for the removal of their purchases
between 3 June (end of teaching) and 30 June (closure of rooms)
On a happier note, members of the Management Committee had an
appointment with the Mayor of Cumberland City Council, Lisa Lake, on 8
April 2022 to discuss the establishment of a Community Group Hub. Deb
Neyle, Brian Deacon and Deborah Martin attended the meeting. If
successful, this would give Parrapals a permanent office space in or close
to the Granville Centre where we could base our office equipment and
admin services. In return for this space, Parrapals would make
photocopying, scanning, laminating and other services available (at lower
than commercial rates) to small community groups that are also users of
The Granville Centre or are based in the Cumberland LGA. Fingers
crossed.
Some of the new members who joined at Granville have expressed interest
in establishing a Craft and cards SIG at Granville, so we will be establishing
a Beginners Craft Sig to complement the existing SIG for experienced
users. The workrooms (3 on level one) at Granville were specifically
designed for art work so the craft groups should fit in well.
I am personally sorry that it appears Parrapals will be leaving Parramatta
but there has been no real support from the Parramatta City Council. We
will continue to look for options in the Parramatta LGA as we have a much
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more flexible teaching style now. The more important issue is keeping
the important community group that is Parrapals functioning and
financially solvent. I know Granville is a station further away from
Parramatta but The Granville Centre (TGC) is close to a fully lift-enabled
station; TGC is new, modern and fully accessible inside.
One of our life members (there are only three), Hazel Gibbs has moved into
a nursing home close to her family members at Heathcote. This is an
excellent option for Hazel and her sister, Margaret, reports that she has
“sparked up” and enjoys the contact with others in the nursing home. Hazel
2 (Labka) has details of the Nursing home and the telephone number for
Hazel 1. Members who wish to contact Hazel Gibbs should email Hazel
Labka on parrapals.training@gmail.com
Many thanks to the PCPS members who attended the funeral of Richard
McQueeney on April 12. I am sure his wife, Lyn and daughter, Sarah as
well as the rest of his family appreciated our attendance.
Parrapals is still planning for a great year of face-to-face teaching in 2022.
Please use the suggestion box (in the club rooms, at the bottom of the
Update OR email parramattacps@gmail.com using the title “suggestion
box”) to let us know what courses you would like in the remaining spaces
for
Many Thanks. Deb Neyle

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Members’ Meeting.
● Friday May 20
● Commencing 10.00am
● at the Combined Work Rooms, Level 1, The Granville Centre, I
Memorial Drive, Granville.
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All participants will need to be double vaxxed (hopefully, even triple
vaxxed).
The following meeting is Friday 18 June 22
Committee Meetings.
The Management Committee will meet again on
Friday 6 May 2022 commencing 1.15pm,in person at our Parramatta
rooms.
The following meeting is 11 June 2022, also hopefully in person as above.

TRAINING AND SUPPORT
Training Coordinator, Hazel Labka
Term 2 commences on the 2nd of May, after the Easter Break and school
holidays. As usual we have attempted to provide a range of courses that
members can enjoy. The program is split between The Granville Centre,
the rooms in Parramatta and some zoom sessions. Please note that the
Parramatta rooms will be only used for teaching for the first five weeks of
term, leaving a few weeks for the movement of “stuff”.
The Probus program finished on April 6th. This is later than we expected
but we had a rain delay (just like cricket) and the Premier’s Gala Concert
on 2 Wednesdays which could have been used for the course. The
program was very interesting but the format of mixed Operating System
users was very difficult to sustain. In future, we would have to split groups
according to their device’s OS. Many Thanks to the trainers and assistant
trainers who have supported this programme, even on the very rainy days.
There has been an expression of interest in a Photo Editing course
amongst some Probus members, so Parrapals may attract some new
members from this group. This has been included in the Term 2 timetable.
Parrachatta Vol 16, No. 3.

Page 4

Please remember that you need to book as soon as possible for courses
you wish to attend. Trainers will not spend time writing course notes
for courses that do not have any bookings. Use the links in the update
OR email Hazel on parrapals.training@gmail.com. The update for MAy has
been circulated.
There are some remaining time slots in both the Parramatta and Granville
timetables. These can be used for Help Desks or scanning sessions by
arrangement between the member and the Training Coordinator. Please
contact me on parrapals.training@gmail.com.
CARTOON OF THE MONTH. From Pinterest.

How true! Have you noticed improvement in backgrounds, especially on TV
programs - also the prominent placement on the shelves of books being
promoted by the speaker.
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Brain Teaser for May - (hint) it’s device related
I live above a star but never burn.
I have 11 neighbours but they never turn. My initials are p, q, r and
sometimes s.
What am I?

AROUND OTHER SITES.
ASCCA (ascca.org.au) is our well-known umbrella organisation for many
seniors’ computing clubs Australia-wide but it is also the Automotive
Service Council of California (with California abbreviated as CA) and an
Italian association for the designers, builders and users of rooms with
controlled contamination conditions i.e the Associazione per lo Studio e il
Controllo della Contaminazione Ambientale. There is also a Camp ASSCA
in the USA for parents to send their high school age kids away during
school holidays.
A similar search for PCPS found Primary Care Partnerships (Victoria), a
society of Primary Care Physicians (USA), Percutaneous Cardio-pulmonary
Support (which used to be called an external pacemaker but now includes
extracorporeal blood exchange machines and artificial hearts) and the
Private Companies Practice Section of the American Institute of Certified
Practicing Accounts. This just shows that, with the internet you are never
completely alone.
ASCCA is promoting the Council of the Ageing (ACT branch) expos on
THURSDAY 26 May 2022 – Silver is Gold Expo AND WEDNESDAY 14
September 2022 – Silver is Gold Veterans and Seniors Expo. The
Wednesday in September seems most appropriate to Parrapals members.
The direct contact link is
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https://www.cotaact.org.au/events/what-is-the-silver-is-gold-festival/pandem
ic-players-project-covod-19-theatre-project/
ASCCA’s online training offerings for May are: Files and Folder
Management Tuesday 17 May 12.30pm-3.30pm with a short break $20
AND Spotify Tuesday 31 May 12.30pm-2.30pm with a short break $10
Go to the ASCCA website above and follow the links to to book in.

The Australian CyberSecurity Centre has announced a new program
REDSPICE which stands for Resilience, Effects, Defences, Space, Intelligence, Cyber
and Enablers. The centre claims that
Through REDSPICE, we will expand the range and sophistication of our
intelligence, offensive and defensive cyber capabilities, and build on our
already-strong enabling foundations.
● 3x current offensive cyber capability
● 2x persistent cyber-hunt activities
● Advanced AI, machine learning and cloud technology
● 4x global footprint
● 1900 new analyst, technologist, corporate and enabling roles across
Australia and the world
● 40% of staff located outside Canberra
There is a glossy 13 page brochure (REDSPICE blueprint) that can be
accessed from
https://www.cyber.gov.au/acsc/view-all-content/news/redspice-most-signific
ant-single-investment-australian-signals-directorates-75-years if you are
interested.

HowtoGeek (howtogeek.com) published on March 29, an article on Google
100. That’s right the hundredth version of Google has been made available to
users. The 100th version comes 13 years after the first. For this momentous event,
Google has come up with a new logo which is great but will probably be
short-lived. To get to version 100 in 13 years means the program changes more
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regularly than every two months. SO be ready for 101.

National Library of Australia (nla.gov.au) has a blog section which some
members may have already found. However, for our bush-walk loving members
there is a new blog in April covering “Long and Short- Australia’s best-loved
nature trails”. As well as information about the walks there are some lovely old
photos of the different areas as well as some historical brochures. The direct link is
https://www.nla.gov.au/stories/blog/long-and-short-australias-best-loved-naturetrails

Scamwatch
has a good article on privacy and security settings in social media which
includes links on how to establish two-factor identification in eleven different
social media areas. The specific link is
https://www.cyber.gov.au/acsc/view-all-content/publications/security-tips-so
cial-media-and-messaging-apps
Disappointingly, Scamwatch also notes the rise of disaster related scams,
with fraudsters impersonating insurance companies and service providers.

Techbooky.com has a couple of pages about the rise and usefulness
of smart homes. The link is
https://www.techbooky.com/living-and-technology/
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Technology in unexpected places
The reach of technology is continuing. This article
(https://www.techrepublic.com/pictures/photos-the-12-most-unlikely-placesto-find-next-level-technology/) contains pictures of many unexpected
technologies. My favourite is the “smart pill” that tells the doctor when it
has been taken. Obviously this is for very difficult patients.

IT Portal (itportal.com) has a great article on 5 areas of IT innovation
that you may not have thought of. Including this interesting quote on the
use of Artificial Intelligence in business and defence,
… as AI becomes integrated into critical applications. This also creates the
possibility of an algorithm bullying other algorithms as a means to achieve
its core objective; something that would give new meaning to market
competition.
That will be really something to look forward to.
The direct link is
https://www.itproportal.com/features/five-unexpected-areas-of-innovat
ion/

Trove has a new article including some stories Trove users have
contributed about remarkable women they have found using Trove. The
direct link is
https://trove.nla.gov.au/blog/2022/03/18/trove-tales-remarkable-women-trov
e
Among the Term 2 offerings is a Tech Talk on using Trove to develop family
stories which should be interesting for members involved in family history
research.
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Community Corner.
One of the recent upgrades to Google has been the creation of summary
pages where a lot of information is drawn together to create lists of
information. I have taken a screen shot of the return that I had to a search
about “Whats on in Parramatta?”. I even got a return for a search “Whats
on in Murrurundi?” which is a rural town of just over 1,000 people but many
more sheep.
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Did you Know (1)?
That there is a musical equivalent to “Wordle”. It is called Heardle. The link
is https://www.heardle.app/. It follows the “wordle'' pattern of a daily puzzle
but asks the player to find a tune/song from the brief audio section rather
than a word.

Did you know (2)?
The Combined Pensioners and Superannuants Association has an
interesting website with lots of links to valuable information. The general
webpage address is cpsa.org.au
but I thought people might be interested in their information about
end-of-life planning, which apparently is still often being done by
inappropriate people i.e. not the person who is actually coming to the end
of their life.
https://cpsa.org.au/article/end-of-life-planning-by-you-yourself-is-vital-to-yo
ur-dignity-in-old-age/?mc_cid=155fd78fa6&mc_eid=b05d12780d

Did you know (3)?
If you are not completely OVER the current election, the Combined
pensioners and Superannuants have two election focused papers you
might like to read (but both are a bit depressing). One picks up the Laurel
and Hardy phrase about “a fine mess” and uses that to describe Aged Care
while the second looks at cost of living in relation to pension indexation.
These can be accessed through cpsa.org.au
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Parrapals Committee
President: Deb Neyle pcpstrainerdebn@gmail.com
Vice president: Brian Deacon.
Secretary: Deborah Martin parramattacps@gmail.com
Treasurer: Colleen Burns treasurercps@gmail.com
Training Co-ordinator: Hazel Labka parrapals.training@gmail.com
Others: Lana Crotty, John Hain, and Nikki Miani

There is one vacancy for an ordinary member of the Management
committee between now and October. If anyone is interested please
contact Deb Neyle on the email above.
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