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President’s Report
Dear Members,
What a difference a month makes! When considering the 2 year lease that
we would have to sign with Cumberland Council, the PCPS Management
decided we could not justify the expense ($6,000) for a room that would not
earn us any money. We emailed Cumberland Council with that decision
and an apology for any administrative problems we may have caused. The
Management Committee had developed online capabilities during COVID
that means a venue is not necessary.
Other unpalatable news came from the Training Coordinators report. There
has been almost NO uptake of training in Term 3, so the rooms booked at
The Cumberland Centre were either cancelled (3 days before the due date)
or cost the club money for no return. Some SIGs and UGs are carrying on
but these have never been a good financial source for the club. SIGs/UGs
that occupy a room need to have 4 members attending to break even.
This lack of uptake of training also reflects the fact that PCPS has very few
trainers who are regularly available (and no pipeline of new trainers).
Trainers are reluctant to do the hours of work needed to develop or update
a course, only to find that there are no members joining that course. The
most recent survey of members showed that three-quarters felt they had
done all the courses they needed at Parrapals.
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Every level of the club is threatened. The Management Committee is
already short one person (8 instead of 9) and 2-3 senior members have
indicated that they will not continue after the October AGM. No members
have put up their hand for these positions despite frequent calls for support
at Members meetings and other events.
When this information was given to the members at the August meeting, a
motion was passed by an overwhelming show of hands;
That Management Committee prepares, for the October AGM, the
necessary resolutions for the winding up of Parramatta Computer Pals for
Seniors, and advertises this resolution prior to the AGM.
The Department of Fair Trading has very clear guidelines for this process.
If agreed at the AGM, the process of winding-up the club will probably take
us through to the end of the year.
To facilitate this process, I would like your suggestions about where the
PCPS money can go, given that it has to be distributed to not-for-profit
groups with similar objectives to Parrapals. At the August members
meeting, Julie Nixon suggested a group called “Technical Assistance for
the Disabled” which is Australia wide. While some of their projects are not
computer based (e.g. the “free wheels” project that builds and adapts
wheelchairs), many activities are computer related around ensuring
accessibility to devices for people with disabilities. ASCCA is also an
option as is the Castle Hill Computer Pals for Seniors group. If you have
another suggestion please email parramattacps@gmail.com by the 8th
September so that the Management Committee can consider all options.
The proposed scheme for the distribution of money needs to be included in
the notice of intention to close the club that is sent to the Department of
Fair Trading.
Also, we need to empty the PCPS room at Fitzwilliam street by the end of
September. As before, a list of items available will be circulated and
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members can email in a bid. Also as before people must remove their items
from the Parramatta Rooms. Some items e.g. the photocopier, large hole
punch etc. would suit going to another community group on the
understanding that all equipment is out of warranty and no guarantee about
expected functioning can be given. SImilarly, the groups must arrange
removal of any equipment. Any residual will be sold/given to an office
recycling company.
Some members talk about maintaining the club as a social group only.
Personally, I think that this would be a mistake as;
1. Recent social events were not well attended, and
2. Community groups devoted to social activities already exist. For
example, Probus groups that have also been affected by COVID,
would benefit from the extra memberships from PCPS members,
especially if a few members joined the same Probus club to maintain
their own contacts.
I deeply regret that the future of Parrapals seems to be directed towards
closing BUT people coming out of most workplaces now have experience
with computers during education/training and work. It was inevitable that
Parrapals would eventually run out of a stream of younger people coming
in to support the club. Closing officially in October would also mean that we
do not have to pay another year of Public Liability and Volunteer Protection
Insurance, a saving of almost $2,000.
Please feel free to talk to Committee members about this situation or email
questions to parramattacps@gmail.com.
Many Thanks. Deb Neyle
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Members’ Meeting.
● Friday 16 September
● Commencing 1.00 pm - 3.00pm
● at the Multipurpose Room 1, Ground floor, The Granville Centre, I
Memorial Drive, Granville.

The following meeting is the AGM on Friday 21 October 10.00am 12.00pm “The Meeting Place”, Ground Level, TGC etc.

Please note the variations in timing and locations which have been forced
on us by the very heavy booking of the Granville Centre.
Committee Meetings.
The Management Committee will meet again on September 9 (1.00pm
Multi-purpose room 1, Ground Level, The Granville Centre.
The following meeting is 12 August 2022, MultiPurpose Room 1, Ground
Level, TGC
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TRAINING AND SUPPORT
Training Coordinator, Hazel Labka
Special Interest groups and User Groups continue, mostly on Thursdays and
Fridays (Although one has spilled over into Monday)

Date
(Sept)

Time

Group

Location

1

2.00pm

Android UG

Zoom

2

10.00am

Craft and cards SIG (new
members welcome).

Consulting room 2, TGC

2

1.00pm

iPad/iPhone UG

Consulting room 2, TGC

8

2.00pm

Creative writing SIG

Zoom

9

10.00am

Windows 10 UG

Cancelled by Bing
Kinsey

15

2.00pm

Digital Photography SIG

Zoom

22

2.00pm

Genealogy Wordpress

Zoom

23

10.00am

Infoodle for Cttee Members

Zoom

23

2.00pm

Genealogy (new)

Consulting room 2, TGC

Please remember that you need to book as soon as possible for
courses, SIGs,UGs you wish to attend. Email Hazel on
parrapals.training@gmail.com. SIGs/UGs that are using a room, cost $5.00
per session and we need about 4 members to cover the rent of the room.
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Brain teaser for August
Katie, Peter and Thomas were fighting for which computer they would get
in the house. Use these clues to find out who got a computer in which room
and what game they were playing.
1. The computer in the study was being used by someone playing
minesweeper.
2. Tetris was being played by Peter.
3. The dining room was not being used by Peter or Thomas.
4. Thomas was not in the lounge room but was playing minesweeper.
5. Katie wasn't playing tetris.
6. Peter was in the lounge room.
Answer,
Computer 1 - Lounge room, Peter, Tetris
Computer 2 - Study, Thomas, Minesweeper
Computer 3 - Dining Room, Katie, Pinball
Sounds just like any family with three kids and multiple devices.
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AROUND OTHER SITES.
ASCCA (ascca.org.au)
September 15 - Entries open for ASCCA DIgital Photography competition.
September 30 - Entries close for ASCCA Digital Photography competition.

Training in September
Sept 12 Midday AEST, Digital tools to help you run your club
Members $20, Non-members $100
Sept 28 Midday AEST, introduction to CANVA, an app for creating
professional looking website content. Prices as above.
Application form at
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rhGIgbj9bEK7yXKEj
tYrRuwwZc3gcQlElkri8db0ZUNUNkRYNldXV0NKVUZCTFcyMUJUTU5PV1A
1UC4u

Accessibility
Scott Hollier, in the ASCCA newsletter for September, includes an
interesting article on the alt text descriptions of the pictures from the new
interstellar cameras. Interesting to see the limitations of language when
trying to describe these magnificent photos.

HowtoGeek (howtogeek.com) has a new article on how to bypass blocks that
might prevent you from accessing some websites. The writer suggests that these
processes could be used to bypass blocks created by governments BUT this may
not be a wise idea. The direct link is
https://www.howtogeek.com/822052/how-to-bypass-blocked-sites/
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Scamwatch
Has a new article on how governments, businesses, community
groups and individuals could work together to make Australia a
tougher environment for scammers. The direct link is
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/news-alerts/making-australia-the-world
s-hardest-target-for-scams. This would be great, especially if they
could stop the 6.00pm nightly phone calls.

Technology in unexpected places

A Smart pillow that measures your amount of movement (restlessness)
during sleep, chooses appropriate soothing music to encourage you to
sleep and can also be set as an alarm to wake you up at the required time.
Makes you wonder what the smartphone is meant to do!
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Trove https://trove.nla.gov.au/ has a new short article on Arthur Stace,
the man who wrote Eternity in chalk and copperplate handwriting over lots
of hard surfaces in Sydney. The direct link is
https://trove.nla.gov.au/trivia/how-be-remembered-eternity
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Community Corner.
National Seniors is looking for research participants. Mostly their
research is devoted to collecting the detailed information that is needed to
support their advocacy work with politicians. You can join this useful
process by joining at https://nationalseniors.com.au/research
The Federal Government Summit on all things Job related has started
(over 2 very packed days) BUT a lot of discussion was undertaken ahead
of the event. This reminds me of the idea that you should never open an
enquiry (Royal commission etc) until you are certain of what the results will
be. Naturally the Lberal Party component of the Federal government will
not be going as this would be too collegial.
One area of interest appears to be attempting to get seniors to return to the
workforce OR increase their working hours without a penalty on the
Centrelink benefits. I wonder if there is a pool of older people (i.e. older
than the current 67.5years of age retirement level) who want to work. I
suppose we shall see.
An issue that probably won’t be raised is the ethics of poaching
professionals (doctors, nurses, teachers etc) from countries more
financially challenged than Australia. If, for example, Fiji has invested
money in the training of a nurse, is it ethical for Australia as a much richer
country to encourage that nurse to emigrate without compensating Fiji.
This would be a great dinner table conversation. If you want to win the
discussion, read up on the NZ process preventing nurses from getting visas
to Australia.
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Parrapals Committee
President: Deb Neyle pcpstrainerdebn@gmail.com
Vice president: Brian Deacon.
Secretary: Deborah Martin parramattacps@gmail.com
Treasurer: Colleen Burns treasurercps@gmail.com
Training Co-ordinator: Hazel Labka parrapals.training@gmail.com
Others: Lana Crotty, John Hain, and Nikki Miani
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